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Canadians recognize Remembrance
Day ,  originally called Armistice Day ,
every 11 November at 11 a .m .  It marks
the end of hostilities during the First
World War and an opportunity to
recall all those who have served in
the nation ’s defense .  Remembrance
Day rejuvenated interest in recalling
the war and military sacrifice ,
attracting thousands to ceremonies
in cities large and small across the
country .  It remained a day to honour
the fallen ,  but traditional services
also witnessed occasional calls to
remember the horror of war and to
embrace peace .

WHAT IS
REMEMBRANCE DAY?



In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses , row on row ,
That mark our place ; and in the sky
The larks , still bravely singing , fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below .
We are the Dead . Short days ago
We lived , felt dawn , saw sunset glow ,
Loved , and were loved , and now we lie
In Flanders Fields .
Take up our quarrel with the foe :
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch ; be yours to hold it high .
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep , though poppies grow
In Flanders Fields .

- John McCrae

John McCrae wrote this famous poem on
May 3rd , 1915 . He was inspired to write it
after attending the funeral of a friend ,
who was also a fallen soldier .

The  red  poppy ,  a  nat ive  plant  a long
much  of  the  Western  Front  dur ing  the
F i r s t  World  War ,  has  become  a
power fu l  symbol  of  remembrance .  I t  i s
the  pr inc ipa l  emblem  of  the  Royal
Canadian  Legion ,  which  dis t r ibutes
severa l  mil l ion  each  year  to  be  worn  by
Canadians  on  Remembrance  Day .  In
1921 ,  the  Great  War  Veterans ’
Assoc iat ion ,  the  l a rgest  of  severa l
Canadian  veterans  groups ,  adopted  the
poppy  as  a  symbol  of  remembrance .
The  Canadian  Legion ,  fo rmed  in  1925 ,
cont inued  th i s  connect ion .  The  poppy
was  worn  on  the  le f t  l ape l  and  c lose  to
the  heart  to  recognize  the  sacr i f ice  of
so ld iers  in  t imes  of  war .  They  were
in i t ia l l y  made  by  disabled  veterans  and
the  proceeds  of  sa les ,  then  and  now ,
go  towards  funding  veterans ’  needs .
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